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REACHING OUT FROM THE MARGINS: SPOTLIGHTING BYZANTINE
BOOK EPIGRAMS IN THE DIGITAL ERA

The DBBE project

The Database of Byzantine Book Epigrams project maps the presence,
development and function of metrical paratexts in Byzantine manuscripts.

The DBBE team has been collecting Byzantine book epigrams since 2010. More
than 12.000 unique epigrams have been made available to the scholarly
community in our Database. Beside the texts, the project has also focused on
providing contextual information that situates book epigrams within a broad
cultural-historical framework.

Our project has a pronounced interdisciplinary character. Philologists, linguists
and computer scientists have joined forces to reveal the connections between
linguistic patterns and text-historical developments in book epigrams.

The dissemination of our results is crucial to us. While we reqularly present and
publish our research within the academic environment, we also value the
importance of inclusive outreach activities, addressed both at specialists and at a
wider audience. The combination of different forms of communication has ensured
the development of fruitful collaborations with parallel research projects,
students and schools.

Speaking From the Margins
DBBE Online Lectures

Book epigrams continue to elicit many questions, in fields ranging
from palaeography to art history, from metrics to the history of
text transmission. We therefore invite scholars to share their

Writing From the Margins
DBBE Blog

Our blog sheds light on various interesting dimensions of the
Byzantine book epigrams contained in our database. It is a space to
discuss topics that go beyond the limits of a database record, such as:

Hepigramsinthepicture
Book Epigrams & Social Media

We reqularly put some of our hidden gems in the spotlight in the
social media series “Epigrams in the picture”. It is the perfect way to
give DBBE's 3000+ followers on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter a

perspectives on the multifaceted genre of Byzantine metrical
paratexts. .

We kicked off Speaking From the Marginsin February 2021 and are now .
into the third series. .

SPEAKING FROM THE MARGINS
DBBE Online Lectures, Spring 2022 Series
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Thursday 17 February 2022
Brad Hostetler

Ekphrasis and Epigrams on Byzantine Art

Simon Zuenelli, The Ancient  :
Legacy of the Byzantine Bo...

Thursday 17 March 2022
Nina Sietis Reading ‘la plume a la main’; Case Studies of Secondary
Metrical Paratexts

Thursday 21 April 2022

Luise Marion Frenkel  The Diaphanous Reputation of Late Antique Patristic
Authors on the Byzantine Folio

Tuesday 17 May 2022

Manolis Patedakis Some Aspects of Theodore Prodromos' Poetry in the

Tetrasticha on Chapters From the Old and New Testament

Tuesday 14 June 2022

Aglae Pizzone Patrons and Heroes in the Book Epigrams of the Voss. Gr. Q1

To ensure a more inclusive access,
- we continued the online format,
~resulting in wider participation. The

All lectures will take place at 16:00 (CET) and will be freely accessible via Zoom. No registration
required. For more information and the links to the individual lectures, see \ -
https://www.projectdbbe.ugent be/lectures, :

This lecture series is organised by the Database of Byzantine Book Epigrams (DBBE), an ongoing
project hosted by Ghent University.

& ~ recordings are available on the
ST DBBE YouTube channel.

The Quest for the Lost Epigram
Book Epigrams at School: Workshop & Teaching Material

©

In “The Quest for the Lost Epigram: Griekse boekepigrammen in
middeleeuwse manuscripten” we bring book epigrams to the
classroom! Our database offers plenty of interesting material to
introduce high school pupils to the Byzantine world and the basics of :
text transmission.
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We offer two formats:

* teaching material: an introduction and a standard exercise
* a flexible and easily adaptable on-request workshop |
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Whether you are well acquainted with Byzantine paratexts or a
complete neophyte, this blog holds ideas (and pictures!) that will
spark everyone's interest.

We encourage scholars, interested non-academics as well as students
to dig into some interesting epigrams and write a blog post to valorize
little-

glimpse of what our database is all about.

stories behind the transmission of remarkable book epigrams
preliminary results of in-progress research

larger-scale overviews of metrical paratexts on various subjects
discoveries of exciting new material transmitted in beautiful
manuscripts
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Today, on International Nurses Day, we wanted to
give an extra, virtual applause for all healthcare
heroes around the globe — Byzantine style! ¢

This beautiful portrait of Hippocrates, the ‘Father
of Medicine’, can be found in the medical
manuscript Par. gr. 2144 (14th c.), surrounded by
a poem fifty (!) verses long. The reader is
addressed by the ancient physician himself, who
recounts how medicine has stolen his heart in
these first five verses.
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Nice post. What is the name of the
manuscript.
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All of our social media posts feature:

* animage of the manuscript
* the text of the epigram with a translation
* some contextual information

Have a look at our posts on e.g. Saint Nicholas, Hippokrates, Alexander
the Great, Mount Etna or World Poetry Day!
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DBBE @dbbeUgent - 1 Sep 2020 I
The first of September means the first day of school in Belgium! @i We
wish all parents and children a great start of the new school year, and want
to take this opportunity to put an epigram in the spotlight that all
(ex-)students can relate to. A back-to-school thread! (1/3)
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poster of our Growing Corpora conference, which, in better
times, would have come to an end today, after three
undoubtedly beautiful and fascinating days. €9

The lovely full-page illumination opens Genoa, Biblioteca
Franzoniana Urbani 17, a manuscript written in the middle of
the tenth century that contains works by Basil of Caesarea and
Gregorius of Nyssa. Above the double circle, decorated with
loops in beautiful blue, green and pink tints, a pair of birds is
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L “Begin, good hand of mine,
write beautiful letters, actis e .
o~ drinking from a water vessel % and if you take a closer look,
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